CHRISTIAN LIVING
NOBLE AND COMMON CHRISTIANS!
(2Tim.2:20-21)
It often appears as if church members who accept, without question, what their leaders are saying, are the accepted standard, and are those who meet the criteria to be recognised as good, noble Christians.  The beautifully strange and wonderful thing about God’s Word is that it’s so very often, if not always, contrary to ours. (Is.55:8-9)
In most of the Christian churches today, if not in all of them, the apostle Paul is held up as a very great man of God, whose writings must be accepted without being weighed against the rest of the Word.  But the strange thing is, that on one of the rare occasions where he uses the word ‘noble’ to describe a group of believers, he’s talking about those in a town called Beroea, saying that they were more noble than the believers at Thessalonica because, instead of just accepting Paul’s word, they searched the scriptures daily, to see if what he was saying was contained there. (Acts 17:11)
Mind you, those Thessalonian believers obviously came to that same point later, because in writing to them Paul says, “I thank God constantly for this, that when you accepted the Word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it, not as the word of man, but for what it really is, the Word of God, which is now at work in you believers.” (1Thess.2:13)
So, if you or I aspire to being a noble Christian, to being a fellow heir with Christ in the kingdom of God, then, not only must we have been reborn of the Seed of God’s Word, but the new creation being built in us, that new and living temple of God, must be built on the solid scriptural Rock spoken of by the prophets and apostles from Genesis to Revelations, and each stone, each belief, in it must be shaped to conform to those scriptures. (1Pet.1:23, 2:4-5, 1Cor.3:11, 1K.6:7) 

This must be so for the Spirit of God’s Son to live there, and of course it must also be so, that at the return of Jesus Christ, and the completion of the work of the new creation, that the Morning Star may rise in us, to be clearly seen by all our God’s creation. (Rev.19:7-8, 21:5, 2Pet.1:19)

Then, the Word tells us, those whom God knew, even before he laid the foundations of the world, would respond in faith to his action in sending Jesus to redeem us, he predestined us to be conformed to the image of his perfect Son, and the whole creation will see the perfection of this great work of his at Christ’s return. In that day, what was mortal will become immortal.  What was perishable will put on the imperishable. 
(Eph.1:3-4, Rom.8:28-30, 1Cor.15:51-57)

In that day also, we know that those who will be called to stand at the right hand of the King of kings, will be all nobles in his mighty, everlasting kingdom.
But where are you going to be standing?
Will you be among those who, by their complete surrender to the Spirit of God, the Spirit of love, have fulfilled the desire of the Father, and walked fully in the love described by Jesus in Matt.25?  Or will you be among those who selfishly lived for themselves, and their own little circle, not pouring themselves out for all the needy brethren; not laying down their lives, their rights, their claim to their possessions, as true children of the living, loving, great God, the Almighty. (Matt.25:31-46, Is.58:10-11, Acts 2:44-47, 1Jh.3:16)
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